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Statement by Historic Kansas City 
Historic Kansas City Opposes Demolition of National Register-Listed Building for Proposed 

Downtown Data Center 
 
KANSAS CITY, MO — Historic Kansas City is urging denial of a proposal to demolish the National 
Register-listed Western Newspaper Union Building, 304 W. 10th Street (also addressed as 934 
Central St.), for construction of a twenty-story data center. Downtown Kansas City has enjoyed 
sustained growth in recent decades because we found new, people-centered uses for historic 
buildings. Demolishing a National Register landmark for a data center tower moves in the 
opposite direction. 

 

Constructed in 1900 and expanded in 1906, the Western Newspaper Union Building was listed in 
the National Register of Historic Places in 2007 for its significance in the history of 
communications and newspaper publishing. It served as the Kansas City headquarters of the 
Western Newspaper Union, whose ready-print services supplied thousands of weekly 
newspapers throughout the United States in the early twentieth century. 

 

Earlier this year, the property's acquisition was presented as a preservation success. News 
reports described its purchase by a “Miami-based preservation fund,” the recording of a 
preservation easement intended to permanently protect the building, and anticipated pursuit 
of future uses within the existing structure. Only months later, the property owner submitted a 
proposal to demolish the building and replace it with a purpose-built data center.  

 

The question before the City is not whether data centers belong in Kansas City, but whether 
demolishing a National Register-listed historic building in the heart of Downtown is an 
appropriate means of accommodating such a facility. The proposal calls for demolition of the 
historic building and construction of a 384-foot, 20-story data center with a small ground-floor 
retail space.  
 

For more than four decades, Kansas City's downtown revival has been built upon the 
rehabilitation and adaptive reuse of historic buildings—a trajectory powered by state and 
federal preservation incentives tied to National Register listing. Those investments have 
transformed former industrial and commercial buildings into housing, offices, hotels, restaurants, 
and cultural destinations, making historic architecture one of Downtown's defining assets. The 
Western Newspaper Union Building has itself experienced a historic tax credit-subsidized 
adaptive reuse project. This peculiar proposal would eliminate the product of successful 
reinvestment—a building rehabilitated just a decade ago—rather than utilizing one of the 
many surface parking lots in the vicinity of Downtown. 
 

Historic Kansas City has met with the Downtown Neighborhood Association and is coordinating with 
area stakeholders as the City's review proceeds. Our organization remains committed to retaining 
the existing building and advancing use of all available preservation tools as this proposal moves 
through the public review process. We urge the City Plan Commission to reject this proposal and 
instead encourage investment that preserves this individually recognized historic landmark. 
 

As Kansas City continues to attract new industries and technologies, we must resist the false 
choice between economic development and historic preservation. The communities that are 
most successful over the long term are those that accommodate growth without sacrificing the 
irreplaceable historic resources that define their identity. Kansas City can—and should—do 
both. 
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