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June 29, 2022 

 

Re: Case No CD-SUP-2022-00019 - St Luke’s Surface Parking Lot 

 

To Members of the City Plan Commission: 

Historic Kansas City has learned that three demolition permits were applied for residences located at 511 and 
513 W. 43rd Terrace and 4325 Pennsylvania on June 10, and issued on June 14, prior to the public engagement 
meeting with the Plaza Westport Neighborhood Association that occurred on June 21.  

The City established a public engagement process to encourage developers to meet and confer with 
neighborhoods.  In this instance, the demolition permits for these three structures were sought and obtained 
before the entity associated with St. Luke’s held their meeting with the Plaza Westport Neighborhood 
Association. The demolition was well underway Tuesday morning before the public engagement meeting was 
held with the neighborhood on Tuesday evening. 

On that site there were three residences in the northwest corner of the St Luke’s proposed parking lot. Those 
three residences were a part of the Steptoe neighborhood, an antebellum African American neighborhood, 
those boundaries were roughly Jefferson to Wornall, from 42nd to 44th Streets. Steptoe was a collection of 
neat clapboard houses tucked along narrow streets, its center was at the corner of Pennsylvania Avenue 
and 43rd Terrace. The subject of this application.  

On Historic Kansas City’s Most Endangered Places List, many of Kansas City’s African American heritage sites 
have been lost. The Steptoe homes have been disappearing since the 1970s and 1980s, and that destruction has 
accelerated in recent years. With the loss of these three historic structures, we lose even more of the African 
American heritage of Midtown. History of the Steptoe Neighborhood is featured in the African American Heritage 
Trail website at https://aahtkc.org/steptoe. 

Kansas City ordinances do not currently allow pre-demolition review for most historic structures. Snap demolitions 
proceed with little more than an application filed with the City and a quick counter review. How can an historic 
building be demolished without any warning or a meaningful review?  

Historic Kansas City works with historic neighborhoods to help them preserve the history and character that is 
important to them. We believe the residents of this city deserve to have input into such an important decision 
affecting their neighborhood and the broader community and that demolition should not move forward until they 
have been given a chance to meet with the developer and understand their plans.  

Is any historic building in this city safe when destruction so readily occurs? The historic and cultural assets of the 
city must be protected and warrant better. 

 

Best regards, 

 

 

Vicki Noteis      Lisa Lassman Briscoe,  

President       Executive Director 
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