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MAIN ST FORUM OF HISTORIC
STREETCAR NEIGHBORHOODS

The Main Street Forum of Historic
Streetcar Neighborhoods is an alliance
of midtown neighborhoods working to
coordinate discussion and planning as
the streetcar line extension is devel-
oped. Leaders use a private Facebook
group for neighborhood presidents and
their invited guests for discussion of
related issues. We also have a public
Facebook page that is open to anyone
who wants to stay updated on develop-
ment issues along Main Street. HKC
convened the forum to help protect
remaining historic resources and to
create a “big picture” approach to
development along the streetcar line.
This group also meets quarterly.

KCKS GOTHIC CHURCH

In working with our Kansas partners,
HKC used our outreach platforms to
encourage stakeholder comment
regarding the request to demolish the
Seventh Street Methodist Episcopal
Church, 1107 N. 7th Street Trafficway,
Kansas City, KS.

The KCK Community College sought to
demolish the only remaining High Victo-
rian Gothic structure in the county in
anticipation of building a new down-
town education center. The church had
previously been acquired by the KCK
Land Bank for unpaid taxes, having
been boarded up and abandoned for
approximately 10 years. Demolition of
the Church was approved with stipula-
tions: 1) no demolition can occur until
full funding of the downtown communi-
ty learning center is obtained; 2) a his-
toric preservation advisory council must
be formed; 3) careful "deconstruction”
must be used to salvage artifacts and
materials for display, re-use, and/or re-
purposing.

RESTORATION OF
THE FORMER HOME OF
SATCHEL PAIGE

Congratulations to Marquita Brockman
Taylor, HKC Board Member and
President of the Santa Fe Area Council
for helping to launch the Pitch Perfect
project to restore the home of the
baseball Hall of Famer Satchel Paige, at
2626 E 28th Street.

After a fire in 2018, the Santa Fe Area
Council, Historic Kansas City, the
National Trust for Historic Preservation,
and Kansas City Homesteading
Authority worked diligently to stabilize
and preserve the house. HKC received
two grants from the National Trust for
Historic Preservations’ to complete an
assessment and to stabilize and secure
it.

QUIKTRIP

HKC joined with three historic neighbor-
hoods to oppose an announced
QuikTrip at Southwest Trafficway and
39th Street. HKC released a position
statement and a neighborhood-led peti-
tion drive quickly illustrated widespread
disapproval of a store at that location
and led to the proposal’s defeat.

QuikTrip subsequently dropped those
plans and announced a new store
opening at 135th Street and State Line
Road.
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SEVENTH CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST

In 2021 Drake Development shared with HKC plans for Cocina47, a three- to four-
story restaurant development, at the corner of 47th and Pennsylvania. The proposal
directly violated the Midtown Plaza Area Plan and Plaza Bowl Overlay District ordi-
nance. Both were designed to preserve the character and integrity of the Country
Club Plaza and to preclude demolition of the Seventh Church of Christ, Scientist.

HKC worked extensively with City Councilwoman Katheryn Shields, met with the
developer and key stakeholders several times and expressed the importance of
following adopted ordinances, enforcing adopted area plans, and saving the Rom-
anesque Revival church building. Our efforts resulted in a broad coalition of neigh-
borhood leaders, historic preservationists, the Country Club Plaza landlord, property
owners and tenants that joined together in opposition to the Cocina47 proposal.

In April 2022, what originally was a three-story restaurant proposal then took a sur-
prise twist. The developer applied with the city for a NINE-STORY project on the
site. Drake Development’s plans would build six floors of luxury condominiums
above three levels of restaurant space. Because of its height, the project would need
a variance from the city to get around the Plaza Overlay District zoning standards.
Parking requirements also remain an issue.

HKC, Plaza neighborhood groups, Block Real Estate, and Taubman Realty Group,
which owns and operates most of the Plaza real estate, all oppose the nine-story
building, which grossly exceeds the city’s 45-foot height requirement.

What is fundamentally at issue here is rules-based, citizen-informed development—
in this case, the mandatory maximum heights allowed, not merely recommended,
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under the Plaza Bowl Overlay District Ordinance unanimously passed by the Mayor
and City Council in 2019. Mayors, city managers and city councils come and go but
all of us in the community who make investments -- and that includes our homes --
need reliable rules on which to base reasonable and enduring decisions. The issue is
far larger than the Plaza and the risk is that politics and developer-driven notions--



