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NEWS RELEASE 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

FRIENDS OF THE PLAZA BEGIN THE REFERENDUM PROCESS AFTER LAME-

DUCK COUNCIL APPROVES HIGHWOODS OFFICE TOWER 

 
Kansas City, MO, April 29, 2011.  Yesterday the lame duck City Council ended its four years of 

controversy by overruling the City Plan Commission to authorize a massive speculative office building on 

the historic County Club Plaza. The proposal--which would authorize the demolition of 100 homes in 

order to seize the taxpayer-financed (TIF) parking beneath—would violate the Plaza Plan by permitting a 

high rise tower in the heart of the most historically significant retail center in the country. The Council’s 

action was taken even though there is no longer a tenant for the building, after the Polsinelli Shughart 

firm withdrew from the project in favor of other, more appropriate Plaza locations.  

According to Whitney Kerr, a former City Plan Commission Chair and dean of Kansas City’s commercial 

real estate community, “Chipping away at the principle and sprit of the Plaza Plan and the continuous 

favoring of office land uses over residential and retail land use is a mistake.”  Regarding office use, 

Highwoods Properties is the largest suburban office developer in the southeastern United States.  It is not 

a retail developer.  “The expansion of office space and the usurpation of adjacent parking does not 

increase retail sales in contiguous retail space,” Kerr said. 

Friends of the Plaza—a grassroots citizens group organized to protect the County Club Plaza -- has 

pledged to seek the necessary signatures to force a referendum in which Kansas Citians can vote to 

overturn this misguided, permanent zoning decision. Friends of the Plaza legal counsel, former 4
th
 District 

City Councilman, Dan Cofran said, “This is an irresponsible act that causes permanent, long-term damage 

to the Plaza for no discernable benefit. It is a clear violation of the Plaza Plan adopted and reaffirmed over 

decades.” Every former 4
th
 District Council member has opposed this proposal. Former 4

th
 District 

Council members Aggie Stackhaus and Katheryn Shields both testified strongly against this measure.  

Stackhaus told the Council Plans & Zoning Committee that “Kansas Citians work hard on these plans 

because they are an effective tool to maintain a healthy balance between neighborhoods and development.  

Trashing the Plaza Plan is a huge mistake. Whose neighborhood will be next?” 

Vicki Noteis, AIA, former director of City Planning and Development and former City Plan Commission 

member said, “The Plaza Plan has worked for 22 years and successfully guided over 800 million dollars 

of office and hotel development. The Plaza Plan is not anti growth or anti change. The project should be 

amended to fit the Plaza Plan, the Plan should not be amended to fit the project.”  

Friends of the Plaza expressed its gratitude to Mayor Mark Funkhouser, Councilman John Sharp and 

Councilwoman Cathy Jolly for voting against the project. 
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