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Historic Kansas City is nonprofit organization dedicated to 
the preservation of greater Kansas Cityôs heritage, 
neighborhoods and historic built environment . 

 
www.historickansascity.org 



Dear Friends, 

  

On behalf of the Historic Kansas 
City Foundation, I offer sincere 
thanks to all our supporters for 
embracing our common cause -- 
historic preservation.  We are living 
in an exciting time for preservation 
in Kansas City.  While you may be 
more familiar with our public 
advocacy efforts for places like the 
Plaza and Kemper Arena, there is 
much more going on in our 
field.  We remain broadly invested 
in all things preservation, and are 

gathering momentum in our 40 year  
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Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Greg Allen, President 

quest to save the iconic and vintage features of Kansas City and champion its sense of place.  
We have growing participation in events that we sponsor, including our Historic Home Expo 
last September and a highly successful 40th anniversary celebration in November. We 
engage growing numbers of younger people through our Urban Explorers Tours and other 
initiatives targeted to the next generation.  
 
Our progress is a direct reflection of active and elevated support from those who understand 
that making preservation happen requires resources.  While our efforts are frequently rooted 
in the inspired undertakings of volunteers, that magnificent resource requires cohesion with 
support from staff and a necessary budget. 
  
Time and again, people of good will and insight step up to support this deeply meaningful 
place we celebrate as Kansas City.  Thanks again to all of you and please stick with 
us.  There remains much more to address. Preservation is never "doneñ--it is never static. 
Historic Kansas City will be its champion, as we have been throughout these past 40 years. 



Vibrant communities... Unique character... 
Revitalized urban core... Assurance that 
Kansas City will be a great place to live, 
work and play--now and for future 
generations. What are these worth to you 
personally? I imagine you would say, "A lot.ñ 
 
Historic Kansas City is dedicated to saving 
the historic places that make our city 
unique.  
 
2014 was an important year for us, which 
our President Greg Allen touched on in his 
letter and which is further expanded upon in 
this report. I would like to take this 
opportunity to look ahead into 2015 and talk  
a little bit about  the special projects and 
initiatives that we look forward to.    
 
In additional to our ongoing programs and 
advocacy efforts, Historic Kansas City will be 
a leader in the completion of a survey of the 
Modern architectural heritage of our city, 
will expand our outreach and education 
programs by launching a Legacy Bars and  
Restaurants program, and will organize a 
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Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Amanda Crawley, Executive Director 

Preservation Think Tank comprised of working professionals who can respond with creative, 
ñreal worldò solutions to preservation issues that face our city.  
 
We greatly appreciate your support this past year and sincerely hope that you will continue 
to invest in our success to ensure that Historic Kansas Cityôs next 40 years are even better. 



Å Greg Allen, President 

Å Katheryn Shields, Vice President 

Å Jim Wanser, Treasurer 

Å Jan Bentley, Secretary 

Å Jake Wagner, PhD., Past President 

Å Joan Adam 

Å Dan Cofran 

Å Anita Dixon 

Å Walter Guth, Ph.D. 

Å Michael Jantsch 

Å Bob Myers, KCModern Liaison 

Å Nancy Powell 

Å Lucinda Rice-Petrie 

Å Joy Swallow, FAIA 

Å Eric Youngberg, AICP 
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The Historic Kansas City Foundation was founded in 1974 by a group of citizens concerned 
with the ongoing demolition of our cityôs historic resources. More than 40 years later, we 
continue to protect Kansas Cityôs unique heritage. Our goals are to serve as a public 
advocate for preservation causes within the greater Kansas City area and to inform and 
educate the public about the important benefits of preserving our cultural resources. 
  
Over the years Historic Kansas City has been involved in a number of preservation 
successes including the Coates House, Bunker Building, New York Life Building, President 
Hotel, Cosby Hotel and Balcony Building. We also promote preservation as an economic 
development tool. In order for our city to be viable in the 21 st century and attract new 
businesses and residents, it needs to retain a built environment that has density, character 
and a sense of place. Simply stated, Historic Kansas City works to protect the buildings and 
places that people want to be.    

  
 

 
 



Historic Kansas City strives to 
create a culture of preservation 
awareness and establish a 
diverse base of support. In 2014 
we accomplished this by: 

É Honoring preservation successes 
at our annual Preservation Awards 
ceremony 

É Hosting over 120 people at our 
Annual Meeting to discuss the 
state of preservation 

É Creating fun, community building 
events such as Vintage Holiday 
Happy Hour and Trivia Night, both 
organized by our Young 
Preservationists affiliate group 

É Expanding partnerships through 
collaborations with organizations 
such as BikeWalkKC, Crossroads 
Academy, KC Chamber of 
Commerce, and many more. 

É Launching the Iôm a 
Preservationist campaign to build 
a diverse base of support 
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PRESERVE BUILDINGS, PROMOTE NEIGHBORHOODS, REVITALIZE KANSAS CITY 

Participation and Support 

3,200 
people 
are actively 
engaged on our 
social media pages  
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Historic Kansas City celebrated our 40th 
Anniversary with a gala and soft launch of the 
Iôm a Preservationist campaign. In the 
campaign, Historic Kansas City is profiling a 
number of Kansas Citians of diverse 
backgrounds and interests about why they 
are a preservationists, and will use these 
profiles in a public awareness campaign. The 
goal of the campaign is two-fold; to increase 
support for the organization by building 
membership, and to advocate for preservation 
by making people realize that, although we 
might have slightly different interests, we can 
work together to make a difference in our 
city. 

 

Q: What does preservation mean to you? 
 
A: Preservation is for everybody.  
You donôt have to preserve an old 
building or house. You can simply shop 
in historic buildings. Donate to causes. 
Work to make our city viable. We are 
ALL preservationists.  
    
        -Butch Rigby, featured campaign spokesman 



 


